
Curriculum Council

December 14, 2022
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3:00 p.m.



1. VHS Course Interest Survey

● Art, Dance, Drama
● Music
● STEM

2. New Curricular Programs

● Amplify Mathematics
● TCI Social Studies Alive

3. NJDOE Seal of Biliteracy

4. Professional Development for 2022-23

5. Parent Letter - Fall 2022 Start Strong 
Assessments

6. Good of the Order

Itinerary



● Student & Teacher Voice

○ Art, Dance, and Drama
○ Music
○ STEM
○ English Selectives

● Scheduling Timeline

● Dynamic Academic Program 

Guide

2022-2023 
VHS Course Interest 

Surveys

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Ss4x5fZ4y1EgaiABYT65WeWU35H3C0XkTSudrzUUYoE/prefill
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Crxck0pNQxA6_tIHzJD7EIWWxwfmHaYa156wvGnr1qg/prefill
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uX5dhS06HnM1LprRe_eStRA-HMIRnO-W9q-u-xEMmXY/prefill
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYKjL5aWjQQIrIBctmGEe19EGTjf-wjBAZacXkL5OI6z4mCg/viewform?usp=sf_link


New Curricular Programs
Continued focus on transforming Math 
instruction

NCTM - An Agenda for Action, 1980
(1) problem solving should be the 
focus of school mathematics in the 
1980s; 
(2) basic skills in mathematics should 
be defined to encompass more than 
computational facility; 
(3) mathematics programs should 
take full advantage of the power of 
calculators and computers at all grade 
levels



New Curricular Programs
● Continued focus on 

transforming Math 
instruction

● Common Core Math Practice 
Standards 2011



New Curricular Programs
● Continued focus on transforming Math 

instruction
● Building Thinking Classrooms



New Curricular Programs
● TCI Social Studies Alive!, Grades K - 4 

○ Program Review Committee Goals: standards-aligned, culturally-responsive, tech-
friendly, resource-rich, and flexible

○ Features both print and digital resources 
○ Each unit offers a inquiry-based project addressing the unit’s compelling question
○ Frames study around the four core social sciences - Civics, History, Geography, & 

Economics 



TCI Program Highlights 



TCI Program Highlights



NJDOE Seal of Biliteracy 
● The New Jersey State Seal of Biliteracy is an award given by the New Jersey 

Department of Education (NJDOE) in recognition of students who have 
studied and attained proficiency in at least one language in addition to 
English by high school graduation. 
○ established in 2016 to help students recognize the value and the tangible benefits 

of bilingualism
○ provides employers and universities with a method of                               

identifying bilingual candidates, students with 21st century 
skills, and those who have prioritized the study of other 
languages and cultures

● We plan to begin testing our junior students in the spring.                           
Students may test in the language they study here at VHS                                       
(Spanish, French, or Mandarin) or any other language in which                             
they demonstrate proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening. 



Professional 
Development 

2022-23

Ongoing -

1. Math Dimensions K&5 with Mr. Bill 
Jackson

2. Balanced Literacy with Ms. Dana Clark for 
Elementary & HBW

3. World Language K-12 with Dr. Joe Goebel
(TPR, IPA)

4. Social Studies K-4

5. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

February 15 & 16

March 2 & 3

https://www.mathdemystified.com/
https://www.mathdemystified.com/
https://www.drgravitygoldberg.com/our_team
https://wlc.tcnj.edu/about/faculty-directory/dr-joseph-goebel-jr/


(Language Essentials for 
Teachers of Reading and 

Spelling)

● LETRS is not a curriculum or a 
reading program. As author Louisa 
Moats states, the goal is to “give 
people a knowledge base for doing the 
job. I want the teacher in front of a 
group of kids to feel like she or he 
understands what is going on in the 
minds of the kids as they are trying 
to learn.”

● LETRS is completed over 2 years using 
online learning modules and 
independent study. Each unit 
culminates with a full day, in-person 
training led by a certified LETRS 
facilitator Claire Duffy.

● Currently, over 30 teachers are 
working their way through volume 1, 
with plans to complete volume 2 
during the 2023-2024 school year.



Start Strong Assessments
● Fall 2022 Parent Letter

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZuvD7AXOMva0_k1h0ZmUnwMYLgLcRW681ujOVCUfzx8/edit


Next Curriculum Council Meeting:

● Wednesday, March 15, 2023Good of the order


